Minutes from Save The Bays Annual Meeting – April 8, 2008

Save The Bays Annual Meeting was held in the City Hall Conference Room, at 1:30 PM 
Officers and directors present:

Spina

Ten Eyck

Herndon
Tempest

Al Katz

Kroeschell

Roz  Katz
Craig


Lazear

Rosow


Larson

Burberry

Absent:

Williams

Brady

Others in Attendance:  Councilman  John  Sorey, Dr. Michael Bauer, Kathy Worley, Katie Laakkonen, Jessica Pollock (intern at Conservancy), and members from the community, Careda Mowry, Ted Rojahn, Gene and Lynne Rontanini.

Dudley Herndon presented our Treasurer’s Report, which was unanimously accepted.  In 2007 our donations did not cover expenditures.  We presented our Lazear Book Award, our Spina Grant, printed and mailed 2 Reports and 1 post card which accounted for most of our expenses.  So far this year we are receiving more donations.  There was a question about whether STB needed to purchase insurance for our bank accounts or whether we were required to have more than one signature on checks over a certain amount.  Having 2 signatures is very awkward as we live distances apart, and very few large checks are written.  Two members offered to check this requirement and report back to us this fall.

Will Larson presented our nominating committee report.  It was decided that we will no longer have term limits on directors.  We do not have limits on officers.  Steve Burberry was elected a director and Doug Finlay resigned due to other official commitments.  This report was accepted.

Bill Lazear brought copies of his latest depth charts.  He announced that his measurements showed that the containment basin is filling and that certain deep portions (holes), of the Pass remain deep.  The Pass will be dredged in 2009.  It has been reported that a sailboat had trouble exiting the Pass, but Bill found no areas of extremely shallow water.

Bill Lazear also gave a membership report.  We now have 1000 members and donations of $10,000.

Mike Bauer gave us an update on the water quality in Naples Bay.  There is now sampling at 8 sites per month, with 16 sites in all.  Copper and bacteria are still problems.  Nitrogen and Phosphorus are not.  Data collected from the test sites will be recorded in the Storette system and sent to the State for comparison with state standards.  New testing methods for several new contaminants will be used in the Moorings Bay System as well.  The cost for the collection and processing of the samples as well as recording the data will be $15,000 annually.  MBCAC will help with the cost of testing of our area.  STB may be able to assist.  Mike reported that there would be no raking of seaweed on the beaches because it is a great food source for shorebirds.  It is environmentally sound to leave it in place.  However red algae will be removed.  

Clam Bay report from Mike Bauer:  Clam Pass was last dredged about a year ago.  The areas of sea grasses have declined over the last 10 years.  There is one area of shoal grass.  The other areas have paddle grass, a species that comes and goes.  The flow between our bays was discussed and a committee has been formed to study the water quality with a study of each bay and the hydrology of the culverts to determine the flow between the bays.  We will now combine new testing, in accordance with state procedures, of the two bays.

Mike told us that so far there is no spat on our oyster shell reef on the shoal in Moorings Bay.  This could be because there is always a current moving across the reef.  There is a thought of putting more bags at a different angle on the shoal to calm the current across it.  There are grasses and sea creatures inhabiting the shell reef area.

Mike also reported that the city has purchased a 22 ft. Panga boat for carrying out water projects.  The engineering studies for the Pass and for the North Jetty project have been completed and permitting is awaited.  The dredging of the Pass along with Wiggins Pass is planned for 2009.

Councilman John Sorey discussed the dredging of Gordon Pass by the Corps of Engineers at a cost of $1.7 million. 

 He also discussed the City ordinance on fertilizer use:

June 1 – Sept. 30 no fertilizer use

No fertilizer usage within 10 ft. of water

Fertilizer must be applied with an applicator with a shield/deflector

Fertilizer must be swept off hard surfaces

Fertilizer must be time release type

Swales must be created to retain 1 inch of property’s water before it drains into bays

Water Quality of Moorings Bay System:  Kathy Worley said our waters are clearer due to no rain storms to disturb the water.  Next water sampling will be April 10, and will be added to the Web Site in 3 weeks.

Bill Kroeschell, a director of STB and member of the MBCAC, reported on the activities of the MBCAC.  He noted that the contract has been executed with Coastal Planning & Engineering, to perform the annual survey of the Pass.  If the dredging is performed in 2008 it would be only 3 years from the last dredging, or, more likely, it will be in 2009 which is on the 4 year cycle.  Large rocks that hindered the removal of the ebb-tide shoal will be removed this time and possibly used to repair the north jetty.  The flood-tide shoal has spread into the access channel.  No date has been set for dredging as negotiations are continuing with the selected bidder.  Permitting by the DEP has not yet been issued.  There have been “No Wake” signs installed on both approaches to the 3 bridges.  

There are discussions underway with Bill Lazear to determine the true locations of channels within Moorings Bay and revise the City’s maps.

The MBCAC has considered adding the duty of pier regulation to its responsibilities.  There has been a problem of a pier construction that was not in compliance of the current code.  Another possible addition of duties is the surveillance of surface water pollution to include all water quality issues in the bay system.

The main attraction of our Annual Meeting was a lovely Power Point presentation of the two current projects STB is now conducting; one is with the City of Naples and the other with the faculty and students of FGCU. 

Their program showed the project of installing 200 bags of oysters in an “L” shaped design on the flood shoal.  There were many volunteers helping the City of Naples, Mike Bauer and Katie Laakkonen, filling the bags with shells and ferrying them out to the shoal.  This artificial reef is checked periodically to see if spat from the oysters nearby is drifting to the reef to add living organisms to it.  So far we have no spat, but other vegetation and animals are present.  Katie has given us some wonderful pictures of the life on our reef.  This will be an ongoing project.  There is a possibility of putting another layer of bags on top of the current ones as sand has drifted over the bottom layer.  And there might be another design of bags installed to prevent the drifting sand from covering the bottom layer.

Then there was the lengthy project with FGCU of preparing the bags of live oysters and clams and installing them in to their new habitat under the six docks in the Moorings Bay System, then the monthly checking on the numbers, growth and overall health of the mollusks.  This project was to see if these mollusks could flourish in areas of our bays that were farther away from the tidal flow and therefore help in filtering the water in those areas.  The results so far are that they have flourished and new spat from the sea walls is appearing on their shells as well.  We have also found other shellfish such as tiny scallops as well as many small crabs are residing in their bags.  We even found a seahorse at one site. 

 The pictures and commentary spurred more discussion about what the mollusks can do for the waters, how many would be needed to filter the entire bay system, and what should we do with the current mollusks when the project is complete?  Also, should we continue to monitor the area for longer than the one year?  Should we investigate the possibility of building artificial reefs to support more oyster habitat?  Should we test the clam and oyster meat for bacteria and heavy metal content?  Should we seed the existing shoal?  

This presentation by Al and Roz Katz will be presented to a City Hall Workshop on May 19 and they also might present it to outside groups.

Al noted that the Dan Spina Grant was for $2000 and we have far exceeded that in the time spent in the project:  a professor’s time, 2 – 3 students’ time and materials.  We discussed and decided to increase the Grant money by $3000 to cover their expenses.  We asked Professor Volety if this project had cost them extra money and he admitted it had.  He appreciated our gesture to increase the Grant. 

Ed Ten Eyck told us that the Web Site has enjoyed greater “hits” lately.  He usually sees 60  to 90 hits/month, but following our Report with color pictures and our post card, he noted 200 to 300 hits.  We decided we need more pictures, both in our Reports and on our Web Site.  Any additions to spur interest are greatly encouraged.  We have talked about ways to invigorate our Web Site to attract more visitors, but we also note that many residents still have dial up connections that can’t process advanced technology.  Ed always gets new material on the Web Site within hours of receiving it – amazing!!

Addendum:

Along with this report, I would like to include the recent change in our Dan Spina Grant.  Our treasurer wanted to have some figures to support our increase in the amount of the Grant.  So we asked Professor Volety to give us an accounting of the expenses.  When we received their accounting report, it amounted to $7260, which was more than we had voted to add to our original Grant.  Al Katz moved and Dan and Bill L. seconded the motion to add $4260 to the original $2000.  We had an online discussion which was very well expressed with everyone adding comments.  The final voting, also via Email, was that a majority voted for the increased amount to be added to our Grant. The count was 9 for the increase, 2 voted to stay with $3000 now and add to it in 2009 and 2 abstained.  On June 18, the check for the $4260 will be presented to FGCU.

Marilyn Tempest

