2009 Annual Meeting Minutes

Thursday, April 2, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 in the Conference room of City Hall.

Present:

Spina, Ten Eyck, Rosow, Brady, Tempest, Lazear, R. Katz, A. Katz, Larson, Williams,                           Burberry.

Absent: 


Herndon, Craig, Sullivan.

Visitors:


Jack Thomas, Jennifer Fletcher (Conservancy), Jerry Vandergrift, Mike Bauer (Natural Resources Mgr.), Katie Laakkonen (Natural Resources Dept.), Mr. Bill Moss (City Manager – Speaker).

Speaker:  Mr. Moss, City Manager spoke to us for about a half hour on the budget problems facing Naples in this Recession. We have 26,000 trees in parks and medians along with all the bushes and flowers in these areas which all have to be tended.  People expect this of Naples and public opinion is important.  Mr. Moss reported that the city has a budget of $130 Million and will face $2.5 to $5 Million deficit next year. All departments have faced cutbacks except for the Natural Resources Dept. which is responsible for the Environmental aspects of the city. Some of the problems facing the budget of the city are the result of strong labor unions of the fire and police departments.  Another problem is a contract the city entered into last year to raise the salaries of city employees 9% per year for 3 years.  There was no solution for the shortfalls except for planned retirements and layoffs – as well as raising the A/C temps in public buildings.  Mr. Moss said that they are struggling to keep city services funded and make selected changes such as changing the hours for Recreation Centers which are not heavily used, and the city’s swimming pool which is only lightly used.

Nominating Committee Report:  The report was submitted by Will Larson and unanimously accepted.  New directors are Bob Brady and Fred Sullivan.  All officers remain the same.

Treasurer’s Report:  Dudley Herndon sent his report.  Save The Bays has $105,728.89 in Assets as of 3/31/09.  Report was accepted unanimously.

Membership Report:  Bill Lazear reported that of our members 1/4 have joined before 2000, 1/4 before 2005, and half since 2005.  We have 887 contributing members now and since March we have received 177 donations totaling $3,805.

Web Site Report:  Ed reported that we have had 95 “hits” last month which is up from 75 the previous month.  Ed wants us to help him with “news” items since we have no new project and his news page is getting old.  He needs new items to make the site interesting.  We hope we can get email addresses from members to enable us to contact them about items of interest and meetings.  We’ll put that request on our membership slips in the future.

Dredging Report:  Mike Bauer reported that he had just heard that the post dredging survey revealed that only 20,000 of the contracted 36,000 cu. Ft. of sand had been removed.  The dredging company will have to return to complete the job.  We don’t know when that will be. The sand was deposited off shore south of the Pass where it will eventually drift onshore.

Water Quality Report:  Moorings Bay System is now being tested for many new chemicals/bacteria.  Katie Laakkonen and Mike Bauer test every month in four different locations.  Save The Bays provides the boats for their testing.  This has been ongoing for 6 months and after a year Katie will be able to establish a trend line.  So far nothing has been above the state guidelines.  If that were to occur, Katie would flag the substance and let us know.

The decals for the stormwater drain covers are nearing completion.  They will be glued onto every drain cover on Public land.  Property owners are urged to obtain them, free, to affix to the covers on their land.  The hope is that civic groups, like the Scouts, will take on the task of gluing the decals on the public drain covers.  These decals have their message in English and Spanish – it is unlawful to dump hazardous materials into the drains and doing so could result in fines.

Al Katz also reported that Collier County is soon starting an expensive study to determine the flow through the culverts.  Members thought much simpler means could be employed to study this!  

Soon the Taxing District may do a survey to determine where the channels are in the bays.  They seem to vary and often are missing altogether.  The city code states that the channels were supposed to be 20 ft. from the seawalls, although this is closer to land than many residents have noted.  This is important for determining the position and length of individual piers.  

Debris Removal Report:  Gerry has not received calls about debris in the bays, although a member has seen trails of white substances in the Pass.  Mike Bauer said to report such occurrences to him.

DP Light Report:  No problems with the light at the Pass.

New Projects:  We will urge all residents who are fixing a seawall or intending to build a new one to consider Rip Rap instead.  It is cheaper for the resident and it provides habitat for fish and oysters.  Rip Rap is much better for the health of the bays.  It is possible that this could be mandated by city codes, but so far it is a voluntary measure.  We hope to get exact quotes for seawalls VS rip rap and to publish this with pictures in an upcoming Report.

The meeting was adjourned 4:15.

