Save The Bays Meeting – Nov. 18, 2005

Meeting called to order at 9:15 AM

Present:  Dan Spina, Ed Ten Eyck, Gerry Rosow, Michael Williams, Bill Kroeschell, Marilyn Tempest, Dudley Herndon, Bill Lazear, Al Katz, Doug Finlay  Special guest, Katie Fuhr, City of Naples, Natural Resources Dept.

Dudley Herndon presented our Treasury report.  Balance of $88,367.16 to date.  Acceptance was unanimous.  There was discussion about putting more cash into short term CDs.  We may have some expenses associated with projects in early 2006.

A report was given about the first annual Bill Lazear Book Award, presented on Tuesday 11/15 to Noel Wingers, a third year student at FGCU.  We were so pleased to make this long awaited presentation in honor of Bill Lazear, who has done so much for STB in the water quality and depths areas.  Bill and Nancy Lazear, Ed Ten Eyck, Dan Spina, and Marilyn Tempest attended the presentation.  Dean Donna Henry, Professor Aswani Volety and Noel Wingers attended from the University.  Following the presentation, we spoke to the FGCU representatives about our ideas and theirs regarding projects to improve the Moorings Bay System water quality.

Doug Finlay reported the incidences of Red Tide occurring during the summer and the appearance in the Bay of numerous dead bait fish, larger fish and eels.  When Doug reported this to Dave Lykins (City of Naples Public Works), the fish were quickly removed.  Doug also provided an update on the dredging process, due to finish in another week or two if there are no interruptions.  Since more sand than was originally measured had washed into the containment basin during hurricane Wilma, the City is asking for permission to remove an additional 5,000 to 10,000 cubic ft. of sand.  The MBSTAC is receiving bids on erecting a new “DP” tower and light.  It should be replaced within 6 months we are told.  The selected firm will both design and build the tower and light.  The light is not now operational, and a repair order is currently before City Hall, but it might not be fixed before replacing the entire structure.  There is just too much of a backlog of repair work now due to Wilma.  It was also reported that Ron Pennington has been on the job everyday talking to the dredgers, checking on their progress and their adherence to the engineering plans. 

Al Katz reported on our Water Quality, last tested in August and due again in Dec.  Our water tests show very little change from quarter to quarter, but the overall quality is trending negatively.  Dissolved O2 is much lower at the ends of the system and the lowest amounts are at the Seagate end at the bottom of the Bay.  We discussed the possibilities for improving our water quality.  The aerators we had hoped to install are not a “natural” addition to the system and are not favored by Mike Bauer or the DEP.  The installation of Aerators at Treasure Harbor, in Islamorada has been shown to improve the dissolved oxygen, but their situation is different from ours in that they have large amounts of seaweed washing into their bay, dying, and decomposing.  

Katie Fuhr discussed the ideas of planting mangroves on the Flood Shoal, building rip rap on the shoal to give planting substrate for either trees or for oysters.  This idea was a possibility for other locations in the bay as well.  We discussed all these ideas at length and felt that individuals could put rip rap at their own docks and plant mangroves on their property, but most of us didn’t want to look across the water to see trees, even if trimmed, on the flood shoal.  It was mentioned that if the right conditions exist mangroves will grow and spread as will sea grasses.  

If we were to plant sea grasses on the shoal, we would need to mark and protect that area and keep all boats off it. Katie Fuhr wants to check what is presently growing on the shoal.  She needs to walk on it or dive down to it.

 Ideas for filtering storm water outflows were discussed.  Katie will check for a map of the sewer system in the City of Naples so we can trace where our outflows originate. 

We are trying to purchase a small aerator to be installed under Mike Williams’s dock and see how it can improve the Oxygen in a small control area.  

We all felt we’d like to see rip rap installed on the NW edge of the Bay and then planted with mangroves to give habitat to fish.  It doesn’t affect anyone’s views there and mangroves grow there now.  As the water becomes deeper, rip rap will be needed to extend their growth zone.

We also planned to meet with our contacts at FGCU in January to discuss what efforts they and we can undertake to improve our waters.  They have discussed a hydrologic model and a tidal flow study to see how much water comes in and how much flows out and how often is our water exchanged.

Dan Spina discussed the difficulty with finding a company to repair the tide gauges.  He has hot had any success in finding anyone even interested.  We also have found that there are new rules for signage and markers in the bay and so new markers will be installed eventually.  Dan proposed three motions:

1. Remove tide gauge on Marker 5.

2. Purchase a simple rule gauge.

3. Have it calibrated and installed on Marker 5.  

We may first try having members fix the present gauge.  If that is unsuccessful, this is the plan.

In our depth and tides discussion, various computer programs were mentioned.  XL32(?) was mentioned as a free program.  

We plan to meet in February to see what has been accomplished.  We had such a good discussion, now we want to put some projects in place.

Marilyn Tempest

