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Save The Bays Association

Is a nonprofit organization

Dedicated to preserving the quality and navigability of the water in the bays inside Doctors Pass

Board of Directors 

          Dave Craig

         Doug Finley


Dudley Herndon

                                 Al Katz


Bill Kroeschell


Will Larson


Bill Lazear


Dan Spina

                           Jon Staiger


Marilyn Tempest


Ed Ten Eyck

                  Michael Williams

     Oflicers

Chairman Emeritus - Dan Spina

President - Marilyn Tempest 

Vice- President - Ed Ten Eyck 

 Treasurer - Dudley Herndon

Email:   

    savethebays@aol.com

Web Site: 

     www.savethebays.com
Web Site

Ed Ten Eyck is doing a magnificent job of adding so much information to our site!  He has pictures of all current happenings, all of our Reports, and has links to all city meetings and news items for your information.  We have tide and depth information on the site for the boaters and fisherpersons. Our Web Site can be found at:  www.savethebays.com. 

Check it out!  

Save The Bays had a very exciting year in 2006!  We added new projects to improve the water quality in our bays.  First we established a grant to Florida Gulf Coast University in the name of our Chairman Emeritus, Dan Spina, for seeding both oysters and clams in “forms” under various docks in our bays.  This project will soon commence.  The City of Naples is also about to begin a project in Moorings Bay to help clarify the water by stacking oyster shell bags on the shoal in the center of Moorings Bay in the hopes that the oysters will thrive, filtering the water as it ebbs and flows.  

Because of these planned projects and others we have undertaken over the years, Save The Bays submitted an application to the Gulf Guardians, the part of the Environmental Protection Agency dealing with issues affecting the Gulf of Mexico, last summer.  We hoped to      

gain recognition for these efforts.  First, second and third place awards are presented in 7 categories:  

business, government, students, individual, bi-national, civic non-profit and partnership.

We are pleased to announce that Save The Bays won the First Place Award from the Gulf Guardians in the Civic Non-Profit Group category in December, 2006 and were the only first place winners in the state of Florida.  We submitted a short history and 9 projects to be judged by the Gulf Guardian committee.

History and Projects Judged by the Gulf Guardians

History:   Formation of Save The Bays in 1981 for the purpose of raising the funds, securing the permits and completing the dredging of Doctors Pass -- Dan Spina, our Chairman Emeritus.

1. Checking the depths of the Pass and its approaches and the creation of a computer program to convert these data to charts – Bill Lazear.

2. Collecting and submitting water samples to The Conservancy of SW FL for quality testing – Al and Roz Katz.

3. Creation and maintenance of our Web Site – Ed Ten Eyck.

4. Monitoring the cleanliness of the waters and reporting any incidence of debris to the city – Gerry Rosow.  The city cleans debris quarterly on a regular basis.

5. Mailing of our Report To Members, our newsletter to communicate with our members – Dave Craig.

6. Urging and supporting the creation of the Moorings Bay Special Taxing District and the Advisory committee for collecting taxes to pay for necessities of the bay, such as the quarterly cleaning and dredging (now reimbursed by the Tourist Tax covering dredging and Beach Renourishment.)

7. Conducting seminars on Lawn Care Best Practices for residents – Will Larson.

8. Seeding of oysters and clams – two separate projects, one in conjunction with Florida Gulf Coast University and the second project in conjunction with the City of Naples.

9. Creation of 2 Awards to Florida Gulf Coast University.  We present the “Bill Lazear Book Award” to a student selected by the faculty of the Marine Science Dept. on an annual basis.  We also created the” Dan Spina Grant” to fund the oyster and clam seeding project.

Save The Bays is delighted to be recognized for our efforts and know that you will be pleased as well.  Knowing the work that we do and the ways we are able to aid the city with information about our bay system will help our members to know us.   We hope you will become a part of our group and volunteer your time for any of our projects.  
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Press Reviews and Honors Following our Award
Here is what the Naples Daily News had to say about Save The Bays. 

     “It started 25 years ago with a simple mission – to advocate for keeping Doctors Pass dredged and cleared.  It has kept that focus while branching out to safety alerts and fundamental pollution monitoring and advisories for all of Moorings Bay (System).  For that work and more, Naples’ Save The Bays Association and its founder, Dan Spina, have been saluted by the federal government as a Gulf Guardian.

     Imagine that.  The massive Environmental Protection Agency noticing the contributions of a tiny, unassuming, all-volunteer watchdog organization.  Then again, more and larger marine problems could be solved with local specialists such as Save The Bays leading the way.”

There were other articles saluting Dan Spina, our founder and Chairman Emeritus, and Mayor Bill Barnett  issued a Proclamation at the City Council Meeting declaring Jan. 17, to be “Dan Spina Day” in his honor!  We are all very proud of Dan and his accomplishments and for keeping all of us aware of our historical missions and how we can continue to implement them.  If you would like to see the Proclamation, it is on our Web Site: www.savethebays.com.  If you wish to have a copy, you can contact Dan Spina at 261-6824 or email him at: coldduck4@juno.com and he will send you a copy.  The Proclamation provides the Mayor’s excellent highlights of what Save The Bays has done and is doing.

Our DVD From the Gulf Guardians

When the Gulf Guardian First Place winners were announced, the Agency said they would be sending a Video Team to film each recipient.  On a very chilly, blustery day in November the team arrived in Naples to make a 3 minute video of some of our project chairmen on the water showing their projects.  This video was shown the night the awards were presented in New Orleans and then sent to us.  We were able to have it copied at a very low cost and thought you might enjoy seeing what we do and how we protect the waters -- which in turn protects our property values.  We are always talking about our projects, but this shows a few.  Just insert the enclosed DVD into a DVD player or the DVD tray of your computer to view our very short presentation.  Share it with friends and neighbors.

Florida Gulf Coast Presentations

In February, 2007 our group met at Florida Gulf Coast University to present our Bill Lazear Book Awards to two deserving seniors in the Marine Sciences Department.  Miranda Westphal and Anthony Taylor split this $500 award for books and supplies.  We also presented our Dan Spina Grant of $2000 to the Department of Marine Sciences for a senior project of seeding both oysters and clams in forms under various docks within our Moorings Bay System and monitoring them for a year to check growth.  We will provide a boat for their placing the forms and monitoring them monthly. 

We need residents to volunteer the use of their docks, under which the students from Florida Gulf Coast University will place seeding frames for oysters and clams.  We need 6 docks in various parts of the bay system, particularly at the far ends. This will not affect your use of your docks.  The frames will float under the dock for the oyster frames or be attached to the

bottom in the case of the clam seeding frame.  Please contact Al and Roz Katz at 403-3916.  We hope to hear from you

Save The Bays Annual Meeting

We are now planning our Annual meeting for: 

Thursday, April 12

1:30 PM

Second Floor Conference Room

City Hall 

The public is invited to join us at this meeting.  We will announce our new officers and directors for the coming year and discuss our various projects.  We hope you’ll join us and also volunteer for help with projects

We thank our many members for their generous contributions.  Without you we would not be able to fund our testing, seeding projects, and our Report to Members.  If you have not yet contributed and would like to do so, we ask for a minimum of $10 a year.  Your contribution is tax deductible.  Please fill out the enclosed information form and send it with your contribution in the envelope included.  Thank you!

Just a reminder: be very careful with the amounts and types of fertilizers you use on your grass and gardens; always pick up after your pets; and keep garden materials out of the Bays.  Lawn maintenance companies will soon be instructed in proper methods of caring for our lawns and be certified by the City of Naples once their instruction is complete.  By keeping unnecessary nutrients and debris out of the water and filtering the water as it ebbs and flows, we can keep our Bays beautiful and our property values high.
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