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Save The Bays Association

Is a nonprofit organization

Dedicated to preserving the quality and navigability of the water in the bays inside Doctors Pass
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Web Site

Ed Ten Eyck is doing a magnificent job of adding so much information to our site!  He has pictures of all current happenings, all of our Reports, and has links to all city meetings and news items for your information.  We have tide and depth information on the site for the boaters and fisherpersons. Our Web Site can be found at:  www.savethebays.com. 

Check it out!  

The Season Begins
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Wilma has blown through and most of us are now missing our pool enclosures.  Many are missing trees as well.  A few are less fortunate -- those in Indies West are displaced as they await repairs to their condos. We hope the repairs on Indies West and many roofs will be completed very soon.

Dredging

We actually were fortunate that the dredging was delayed this year because we had the ability to remove the additional sand blown into the containment basin from the hurricane. The replacement of the DP tower and light is being prepared now.  The missing markers and inoperative tide gauges will soon to be replaced.   Please proceed with caution as the navigation aids are being replaced.  We now have 10 year Permits in place with the FL DEP and the Corps of Engineers, so future dredging permits will be easier to obtain.  The dredging ended on Nov. 27 with 9’ depths achieved in the Pass and 7’ in the approach channels. 

Mister O – Dredge at work

 The Moorings Bay System Special Taxing Advisory Committee handled the project expertly and deserves applause!  Special thanks are due to Ron Pennington for his day by day oversight of the work. The dredging project is paid for from tourist tax dollars, not our local real estate taxes.

William Lazear Book Award

In November, members of Save The Bays traveled to Florida Gulf Coast University to present our first annual William Lazear Book Award 

L to R:  President Marilyn          Tempest, Dr. Bill Lazear and recipient Noel Wingers.

to Noel Wingers, a third year student in the Marine Sciences Department to help pay for books and supplies for her studies.  Noel was selected by her professors to receive this $500  award. 

It is named for our long time volunteer in charge of water quality and depth measuring, Dr. William Lazear.  Bill is still very active in Save The Bays, in the depth measuring and charting area.  He prepares the tide tables and precise depth charts we post on our Web Site These are also  distributed to City Hall, City Dock, boating clubs and boat rental businesses in Naples. Many thanks to Bill for his continuing service to boaters and the Moorings Bay System!  

We wish Noel well in her studies!

Water Quality 

Save The Bays is always exploring ways to improve the quality of our waters.  We recently discussed this endeavor with Naples Dept. of Natural Resources associate, Katie Fuhr.  

Katie Fuhr, Dept. of Natural Resources

She and Mike Bauer, Manager of this department, are always searching for natural ways to

aid our water quality through filtering and habitat restoration

in the Moorings Bay System.  Currently they are installing

oyster shell bags to Naples Bay, and later they will add juvenile oysters to the mounds of shells to see if the oysters can live there and filter the water.  They envision such additions to our waters along with encouraging our residents to add rip rap along their seawalls and planting mangroves, (which can be trimmed for preserving views and neatness), to the rip rap to add fish habitat.
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Save The Bays is investigating planting sea grasses and mangroves in appropriate areas of the Bays.   We need to find ways to filter the water from many storm water outflows coming into the Bays.  We hope to find ways to improve the dissolved oxygen at the extreme ends of the bays where the concentrations test too low.  Al and Roz Katz, water quality chairmen for Save The Bays, are working tirelessly with various agencies and companies to find ways to Improve our water quality. They collect the water samples for testing by the Conservancy of SW Florida to keep track of the amounts of beneficial and detrimental chemicals in the water. Al and Roz are active in Rookery Bay and the Conservancy.

Al and Roz preparing to obtain water samples.

You Can Help

Please use pesticides and fertilizers judiciously.  We are told that a maximum of 4 fertilizer applications are required annually to produce a lovely lawn. Use only non-water soluble time release fertilizers. Use pesticides and fertilizers when necessary and where necessary in spot applications. Of course, pick up pet waste – that’s being a good citizen and helpful to reduce wastes in storm sewers. As we all return to town, plant our gardens, and walk our pets, keep this in mind!

We Need Your Help

Save the Bays needs volunteers who are computer literate to help maintain our member base files and to publish our Report to Members. Our resident expert who performed these duties, Denis Healy, has moved out of the area.  We certainly miss him!  We can provide help and training in these areas. Is this an interest and ability of yours?  

We would also welcome help in these ongoing projects:

  Water Problems – Gerry Rosow

  Water Quality – Al & Roz Katz

  STB Web Site – Ed TenEyck

  FGCU Projects – Al Katz

  Proj. Monitor – Steve Burberry

  Advisory Comm – Doug Finlay

Save The Bays really would like to have your help and take advantage of your experience.  Let us know by phone, Email, or land mail

P.O. Box 1593, 
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Naples, FL. 34106

Savethebays@aol.com.  

239-262-3739

Let us hear from you!!

Baywatch

Dave Lykins and his Community Services Department have been very helpful in keeping our waters cleaned of debris, whether it is landscape debris or dead fish, as happened this summer during an episode of Red Tide. The city checks and cleans our Bays every few months. 

Gerry Rosow is our volunteer responsible for alerting the city of special problems.  Contact Gerry at:  263-2280.  We ask all homeowners to voluntarily scoop debris out of the water near their homes and docks.  This helps to keep the whole area looking nice and also helps to avoid landscape debris decomposing in the water, causing more problems.  Ask your landscape maintenance company to avoid blowing clippings into the water.

Membership

We are pleased to see our 
Membership constantly growing!  It shows how important the care of the Bays is to our residents.  We hope you find our Reports helpful.  It is time once again to ask for your tax deductible

contributions to Save The Bays Association.  A contribution of $10 or more helps us to test our waters, maintain our tide gauges or replace them as needed, send out our Reports to Members, and enables us to undertake projects to further our missions.  It will be applied to 2006. Please use the form on the included envelope to make your contribution.

Thank you very much.

