                                    Minutes from Save The Bays Meeting, Nov. 14, 2008

The meeting was held in the Lucerne Condominium social room at 1 PM.

Present:  Dan Spina, Ed Ten Eyck, Gerry Rosow, Bob Brady, Dave Craig, Marilyn Tempest, Will Larson, Roz Katz, Al Katz, Kathy Worley (Conservancy), Dee Sulick (city councilwoman).

Absent:  Bill Lazear, Steve Burberry, Mike Williams, Dudley Herndon.

Membership: 

    Bill Lazear sent a report that we’ve had about 650 membership responses this year.

Dredging:

     The dredging of Doctors Pass, Moorings Bay, the containment basin, and approaches inside and out, projected to extend to Marker 14 inside the Pass, will occur in conjunction with the dredging of Wiggins Pass.  This will be cost effective and should commence in Jan. 2009.  Wiggins Pass takes longer to accomplish due to constant stoppages, so our dredging will possibly not start until Feb. and is expected to take 3 weeks.  The County is spearheading this project with Gary McAlpin in charge.  

North Jetty:

     The restoration of the North Jetty of Doctors Pass is a City Project, handled with a different contract from the dredging, and should occur early in 2009.  Rocks have drifted away from the Jetty and into the Pass, exposing the steel underpinnings of the wall.  That steel also needs repair.  Bob Brady reported that the South Jetty is also in need of some repair.

Survey of entire bay system:

     Dredging of shallow areas of the entire bay system is being discussed.  A survey to see where the channels are located currently is planned by the MBCAC and should cost $15,000.  The channel should be located 30 feet off the seawalls, but residents report that it often is farther out and that affects the building of piers.  Currently, piers may extend no farther than 30 feet from seawalls.  City Council must still approve this project.  If approved, residents who require more dredging of their actual boat mooring space must get necessary approvals and/or permits and handle the dredging expenses themselves.

Water Testing:

     In October the new testing procedures began.  We used to test for 10 variables, quarterly, and under the new procedures the City tests for 28 variables monthly.  This is the same procedure followed in Naples Bay.  Tests are conducted in 5 locations within our system.  Since the Conservancy laboratory cannot handle all the new tests, the city is performing the tests, the county laboratory is providing analysis, and STB is providing boats for the city.  Results are reported to the state, then entered into the Storette system.  Katie Laakkonen gets electronic reproductions of the analyses and we can access these.  At this time Sea Gate is not being tested.

      There is a new city code that requires all new construction to provide on site containment for an inch of rainfall.  This can be in swales, in open land for absorption, or in underground containment tanks.  This is to filter and control storm runoff.

FGCU Project:

     We have reached the conclusion of the clam and oyster project.  All living specimens were released from their forms and dispersed in the areas of the bays where they had the best survival rates.  The project was successful in showing that both oysters and clams flourished in our waters. We found that the greatest mortality rates were near stormwater outflows, and there was also some natural predation.  Now we want to know how we can use this knowledge.  We can build Natural Habitat Restoration areas for the introduction of more oysters – it is projected that we would need 1 million oysters in the bay to filter our amount of water entirely in a week, but that would be without tidal flow.  With flow it would take much longer, probably a constant process.  Al Katz suggested making NHR areas around the existing speed control signs in the middle of our bays.  More discussions will follow.

Shoal Oyster Bag Project with the City:

     Because of the swift tidal flow over our shoal, the oyster bags were soon covered with sand and the desired spat immigration to the oyster shells did not occur.  Therefore that project has been discontinued.

Medallions:

     A new project is the placement of small polymer medallions (about 4-6 inch diameter) on all storm water drain covers on public land.  Al Katz showed us some possible designs.  These will have the warnings in both English and Spanish, stating that everything going into these drains goes directly into the bay when it rains or from lawn sprinklers runoff.  We hope that this awareness will cause workmen to not wash buckets and paint brushes, etc., into the drains, and that lawn maintenance workers will not blow debris into them.  We hope that residents will request medallions for drain covers on their property.  The cost of this project and who will affix them in the public areas will be determined.   The Boy Scouts may make this their project.

Bill Lazear Book Award:

     This year the faculty at FGCU selected 2 students to receive our Book Awards.  They are Denise M. Kearney and Fritz (Boch) Hoeflein IV.  Ed Ten Eyck proposed and Bob Brady seconded a motion that we increase this Award to $500 PER STUDENT when two students are selected, as has occurred twice.  Previously the $500 was divided between the two.

Doctors Pass Light:

     Bob Brady announced that all 7 bulbs in the DP Channel Marker Light are shining brightly!

Web Site:

     Ed Ten Eyck needs more current news for the site as well as pictures.  Activity increases after new reports and pictures are added.

Meeting adjourned at 3:15.

Marilyn Tempest

