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Have you seen our Web Site?

Ed Ten Eyck continues to do a magnificent job of adding so much information to our site!  He has pictures of all current happenings, all of our Reports, and has links to all city meetings and news items for your information.  We have tide and depth information on the site for the boaters and fisherpersons. Our Web Site can be found at:  www.savethebays.com. 

Check it out!  

Annual Meeting, April, 2006

Save The Bays held its Annual Meeting on April 6, 2006.  New directors elected to join the group were Dave Craig and Doug Finlay.  The existing directors are: Marilyn Tempest, Ed Ten Eyck, Dudley Herndon, Bill Lazear, Bill Kroeschell, Michael Williams, Will Larson, Jon Staiger, and Al Katz.  Dan Spina was elected Founding Chairman Emeritus, a life member and director.

Vice Mayor Johnny Nocera spoke to the officers, directors and guests about his experience in water quality and showed the group a miniature habitat device that he had.  They were available to anyone who wished to install one around a dock.  These habitats were like colorful plastic cages where shellfish could attach and then grow and filter the water.  There was a lot of interest in this apparatus and some people asked for them.  They are available at Johnny Nocera’s business on Fourth Ave.  Johnny said many residents of Royal Harbor are using these devices now and they will be checked for growth regularly.  We appreciated Johnny Nocera’s insights on Water Quality and his bringing his mini habitat to show us.
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We also heard from Bob Brady, a Save The Bays member and volunteer, and a resident of Indies West, the condos that were badly damaged by Hurricane Wilma.  He told us about the difficulties the residents face in making and paying for repairs on their units.  It will be late fall when the buildings are finished and the residents can move back.  They believe a tornado might have been to blame for the extensive damage they sustained.  Bob told us of the problems they faced with various insurance companies and policies.  We all learned quite a bit about types of insurance and deductibles from Bob and we hope he and the other residents are soon back in their homes

Councilman John Sorey was present and told us about some ideas for regulating the use of fertilizers and other lawn chemicals.  This is being worked on now and will be introduced in City Council at a later date.  John has always been an advocate for water quality and a friend of Save The Bays.

Katie Fuhr, from the Natural Resources Department of Naples, told us the department had received a permit from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for the seeding of oysters on the large shoal in Moorings Bay.  We hope the oysters thrive and filter our water.  This has been tried already in Naples Bay and is being evaluated.  

Save The Bays announced the Dan Spina Grant to be awarded to Florida Gulf Coast University Dept. of Marine Science.  The students will seed both oysters on floating forms and clams on forms affixed to the bottom, and monitor their growth.  The amount of this grant to the university is $2000.  We hope these filter feeders will improve our water quality in all parts of the bays.  If successful we can always add to the numbers and locations.

Ron Pennington told us about the extensive work being done for the beach renourishment.  Sand compatible with our beaches is being dredged off the shores of Captiva Island and moved down to the pumps that will put it in place on all the beaches in Collier County.  No sand will be added to the beaches between Harbour Dr. and Doctors Pass because it could drift into the Pass.  The project will move to south of the Pass and continue down to Marco Island.  It is an enormous project and costly, but our beaches are important to our residents, to our wildlife, and to our economy.  The beach restoration project began as soon as the Pass dredging finished, starting at Wiggins Pass beaches.  Pipes for the transportation of sand were trucked from the northern locations to be reconnected south of the Pass.  Ron has been in charge of both the dredging and the beach restoration project and has done an admirable job.  He can be seen in his boat on his daily rounds, checking the progress and talking with the workers.  Thanks to you and your committee for a splendid job, Ron!

We are awaiting installation of the new Doctors Pass Tower.  The old one is corroded and will not last much longer.  We hope the new one will be in place this summer with the light on top and a tide rule mounted on the side.  It will not be the floating type of gauge that has been there in the past as that type was easily damaged.  


In closing, we wish you all a wonderful, safe, hurricane free summer.  Remember, please to install a sprinkler shut off valve so that your sprinklers aren’t in use during a major rain event.  And please also remember to be careful with your use of fertilizers so that the summer rains don’t wash the fertilizers, or other lawn chemicals, into the storm sewers and then into the water.

Marilyn Tempest,

President
WATER QUALITY 

Results from our latest water quality analysis, taken in early April, are available on the STB website Our next quarterly sampling period will be in early August at the height of the rainy season. Anyone who would like to help or just go for a boat ride is welcome. We go out around 7:30 AM and should be finished around 11:00 AM before it gets too hot. Call us at 403-3916 if you're interested. 
The April results were pretty much in line with previous samplings: still seeing a decline in dissolved oxygen and lower water clarity. Maybe the three projects planned for this fall will help over the long run. 

We have decided to give a $2,000.00 grant to the marine science department at Florida Gulf Coast University. The grant will be made in the name of Dan Spina to honor Dan for all of his work in STB. This grant will be directed by Dr. Aswani Volety who with a graduate student, will plant 6 test areas in the Moorings Bay system each with 3 bags of oyster shells and 3 bags of clams. The idea is to see if different parts of the Bay might sustain growth of these wonderful filter feeders who can really clean up waters if they can grow and thrive. Oysters can filter several gallons of water an hour! Historically clams were very prolific in our Bay system, as it was originally called Clam Bay. Along with the graduate student, we will monitor each of the 6 test sites on a monthly basis for a year. The idea is to pick two sites each from the northern, middle and southern portions of the Bay. We need help in getting these sites. The bags should not impede navigation so if you think your home or condo would be amenable please call us. We have until Sept or Oct. to find our 6 sites. 

[image: image4.emf]

The City of Naples through Dr. Mike Bauer, Natural Resour-ces Director, has applied for and received a permit from the Florida DEP to plant a colony of oyster shells on the shoal just inside Doctors Pass. This too is really a test but on a larger scale and the City is paying for it. STB will be needed to provide some manpower to help with the planting. It is estimated that about 200 bags of oyster shells will be planted. Additional "Danger" signs will be placed on the shoal to prevent boats from encroaching on the newly formed bar. Please keep this project in mind, also for Sept./Oct. Give us a call if you're interested in helping with planting bags of oyster shells on the shoal. 
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STB recently gave testimonial support to the City Council for their effort to require mandatory training and certification of all applicators of herbicides, pesticides and fertilizer in the City of Naples which of course includes our entire Moorings Bay system. In our water testing, we have also seen some slight increases in the amount of nitrogen and phosphorus so we need to really support this program. The program is not yet fleshed out and we will be offering our assistance to this end to Dr. Bauer. It to, should get started in the fall. Once it’s up and running, as homeowners and/or condo owners, we need to make sure that whoever is applying stuff to our lawns and gardens is certified under this new program and that. when an application is being planned, someone who is certified is on the property during the actual application. There are still questions to be worked out on this program, but STB is behind it and supportive of it. Of course, as property owners, we can't violate the City standards on our own or encourage or insist that our contract applicators also violate standards. So, as STB members we have a dual role to play.

Al & Roz Katz,

Co-Chairmen Water Quality

DEPTH 

A survey of the entrance to Doctors Pass shows that there has been no change since the survey of last December.

There is still a 5' Shoal just north and west of the north jetty.  There is also slightly more shallow water south and inward from the south jetty. 

Depths in the Pass and the marked channel east of Admiralty II are generally 7'. This area has been in good shape since the recent dredging.

We all have our fingers crossed as we wait for the hurricane season to pass. There is lots of new sand on the beach, and that's where we want it to stay.

Bill Lazear

Depth Chairman, 

MEMBERSHIP

The Membership Report for the period Jan 1 to June 15 shows that we mailed two reports to our mailing list of 988 households, one late in December and one in April. Of these, some 50 were to Governmental addressees who we do not list as Members.

These two reports elicited a total of 451 replies (48%) with donations to Save The Bays, and these are now shown on our records as Paid Through 2006. The total receipts came to $3,529.00. I think it is significant that almost half of those who replied sent us more than the minimum suggested donation of $10.00. Obviously they consider our concerns to be important.

We warmly thank all those who support us so well. 

Bill Lazear,

Chairman Membership


SPECIAL REPORT
    FROM CHAIRMAN EMERITUS

I wrote our Mayor asking for the City of Naples Plan for Evacuation, think-ing that we learned from Katrina. I was also told to contact Mr. Dan Summers of the Collier County Bureau of Emerg. Management Services (http://www.collierem.org/) and our Naples Police Chief, Steve Moore. Replies from Mr. Summers and Chief Moore were excellent and very helpful.

Shortly thereafter I received a package from Jaime Sarbaugh, PIO/Training Officer of the Collier County Bureau of Emergency Management Services. His email is  

jaimesarbaugh@colliergov.net. Phone is 239 - 774-8000. The package contained a great deal of valuable information and flyers. You might ask for a package.

One flyer described the SAME Coded Capability and the NOAA Capability of Weather Radios. I have purchased, not one but three , Weather Radios which have the Specific Area Message Encoded (SAME) capability. They are great gifts. I purchased the Weather Radios from Radio Shack. Go to www.radioshack.com. You click for Weather Radios. You will find several choices of radios with SAME Capability. I chose Model 12-259. [image: image6.wmf] It is about $49.99. It uses three AA batteries. It can be left with power on and power off. The power off mode allows one to save battery life. Also you can contact the C. Crane Company at www.ccrane.com / They have Weather Radios with SAME capability.  I assume the Collier County evacuation information will come to me through the Weather Radio.

Dan Spina 

Chairman Emeritus

NOAA WEATHER RADIO

    IN COLLIER COUNTY

Since November of 1998, NOAA Weather radio has been delivering 24 hours a day weather information to Collier County.  Daily forecasts, marine weather, special weather statements and life saving warnings are available whenever you need them.  Using inexpensive home receivers, you can receive emergency weather alerts AND OTHER NON-WEATHER EMERGENCY INFORMATION directed to Collier County residents even in the middle of the night when your television and entertainment radios are turned off.  All it takes is a radio, which can decode SAME   bulletins.  Be sure your new weather radio is SAME capable! Once the radio is programmed with the Collier County code, you’ll never miss another severe weather alert!

NOAA  Weather Radio in Naples * area operates on a frequency of 162.525 MHz.  You’ll need a SEVEN channel SAME capable radio.  Older three-channel radios will NOT receive the signal properly and will NOT decode the SAME signal!  The Collier County alert code is:

              0  1  2  0  2  1

The information broadcast locally comes directly from the National Weather Service forecast office in Miami, and is specifically tailored for Collier County.  Local forecasts, boating information for the Gulf of Mexico, tropical weather information, hazardous weather updates, watches and warnings, and even a weekly test of your radio will keep you up to date and ready TO RECEIVE ANY CRITICAL INFORMATION THAT MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE!  The Collier County Emergency Management office can also send time-critical Civil Emergency Messages (CEM) through the radio.

Hundreds of people a year die across the country because they didn’t know severe weather was on the way.   Protect yourself and family; using a NOAA Weather Radio as you would a smoke detector.  When the alert sounds, you can take immediate action to save your lives!

*  NOTE:   For residents living near Hendry and Lee counties. You may want to monitor 162.475 MHz.   SAME  codes for Hendry and Lee counties are 012051 and 012071, respectively. 

WEB SITE CHATTER

The hurricane season got off to a very early start but fortunately Naples was spared.  What do the next four months hold in store for us?  Are you and your home prepared?

Collier County has an extensive Emergency Preparedness program and organization with a Web Site to tell you all about it. Just click on the link to it on our Web Site,

. Our site also has a link to the National Hurricane Center where you can get projected tracks and pictures of hurricanes as they progress toward us. Yes, there are many other interesting things on our site too.  The News Items page gives the latest information on Doctors Pass and the Moorings Bay area.  It is updated at least weekly with new items of special interest.  There are also old standby pages with the monthly tide table and water depth charts for boating and fishing, information on seawall and dock repair and the latest pictures and nest location of our Eagles.

Try it – we think that you will like it.  Keep www.savethebays.com on your favorites list and visit often.

Ed Ten Eyck

STB Webmaster

DOCTORS PASS ENTRANCE
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